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rra Fesalbon and her father during her
graduation exercises om March 27.

The five Foundation scholars who graduated in 2001 are:

Myla Dijan, Batangas, BA Education
St. Bridget’s College, Batangas City

Zarra Rabino Fesalbon, Romblon, BS Civil Engineering
Romblon State College

RPCVs Will. Celebrate 40 Years
On September 20 through 23, the National Peace Corps

Association (NPCA) will commemorate the Peace Corps’ 40th
Anniversary with a reunion for all RPCVs. Come and enjoy:
Thursday, September 20
@ Lobby Congress to support Peace Corps, HIV/AIDS causes
@ NPCA Board meeting
@ Reception on Capitol Hill with members of Congress
® Smithsonian Museum panel of “famous” RPCVs,
moderated by Hardball host and RPCV, Chris Matthews
Friday, September 21
@ Opening ceremony and keynote speech
© RPCVs in education, health, environment, development
® RPCYV awards (individuals, groups, newsletters, websites)
® Chat on solar phone with PCVs overseas
® Peace Corps Staff Reunion and Silent Auction
Latest world music on Washington Monument stage
® Film festival - films by and about RPCVs
Swurday, September 22
@ Volunteer community service — Housing, tutoring, etc.
@ RPCV writers read from their works

Ruby Levantino receives diploma, awards

for academic achievement, service, and
proficiency in customs and tariff laws, and

recognition as Editor-in-Chief of Mariner's
Collegian and Academic/President's Scholar. hands her her diploma.

Through PCAFPD, returned Peace Corps Volunteers, former Peace Corps/Philippines staff, and friends maintain their bonds with
the Philippines by providing scholarships for exceptional Filipino students who need financial aid to attend college in their country.
Please join us by sending a contribution in the enclosed envelope.

Five PCAFPD Scholars Earn Bachelor’s Degrees

P

Riza San Juan is congratulated by Father Joel
E. Tabora, President of Ateneo de Naga, as he

Ruby L. Levantino, Sorsogon, BS Customs Administration
Mariner’s Polytechnic Colleges Foundation
Riza P. San Juan, Camarines Sur, BS Accountancy

Ateneo de Naga, Naga City
Ronald SuarezYaco, Leyte, BS Electronics/Communications

Engineering, University of San Carlos, Cebu

of the Peace Corps at Reunion
@& Country of service updates, dinners, embassy receptions

Mark your calendars! On Saturday, PCAFPD will host:

@ Philippines update organized by Parker Borg (1961-63),
of Group 1, former US Ambassador to Mali and Iceland

@ Fiesta with Filipino delicacies, ambience, and memories

(International Student House, 1825 R St., NW)

Sunday, September 23
& Host-country flag procession, Lincoln Memorial, Memorial

Bridge, Arlington National Cemetery, John F. Kennedy’s
grave, memorial service for those who died as Volunteers

& Picnic and softball on Mall
@ Kennedy Center gala and tribute to Sargent Shriver

Register at www.rpcv.org/pages/celebrate.cfm or 1-866-324-7103
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Rosemarie Aldea gives report in Education. Maricyl Flores braves falls while camping.  Zayda Tagabuen takes Ballroom Dance exam!

Alumnae Keep in Touch

Liza Permelona, BS Education, 1992, is teaching at Xavier
Parochial School in Naga City.

Rosanna Almoradie, Computer Secretarial Degree, 1996, is
helping PCAFPD Vice President/RP, Roland de Jesus keep up
with the Foundation business of supporting scholars.

Jenifer Mercado, Civil Engineering, 1996, is helping to send a
sibling to technical school.

New Grads Take Off

Myla Dijan, BA Education, has obtained a teaching position.
Zarra R. Fesalbon, BS Civil Engineering, writes:

In our field trip last January, we visited the Mangahan
Floodway. There, we are able to see the different machines
used to control and determine when there is a high tide...

Our project study entitled “Concreting of a 1.060 km.
Campus road”...got the highest rating among the other group.

Riza P. San Juan, BS Accountancy, writes:

I intend to enroll in the Formal CPA review classes this
coming June here in Ateneo de Naga in preparation for the
October CPA licensure examination in Legaspi City...

In behalf of my family, I wish to extend our deepest
gratitude to you and the Foundation for all the support you
have given me in my 4 year stay in Ateneo.

Ronald S. Yaco, BS Electronics/Communications Engineering,
has enrolled in a review class in preparation for the next Board
exams in Engineering. He described his class in Local Area
Networking (LAN) as “a virtual class. All notes and discussions
are given thru e-mail. I have classmates from other countries,

too. The world is really changing a lot.”
2nd Year: Some Worry, Two Make Dean’s List

Rosemarie G. Aldea, Guimaras, Secondary Education, West
Visayas State University, lloilo, writes:

I and my classmates are busy practicing our dramas
which entitled: Don Quixote, The Piece of String, Riders to the
Sea, The Government Inspector, and The 7rhief Al of these
dramas are to be performed next week, as one of the
requirements in World Lit. 103. We are also doing our group
and individual projects, like: Case Study in Special Ed. 212,
research work in Lit. ng Pijpinas, and many more.

Retchel Edang, Guimaras, Secondary Education, West Visayas
State University, Iloilo, writes:

May our good Lovd will continue to bless us and will hold
us despite of the boiling problems we are facing today. Sir, I'm
also aware of what is happening in our country of this days

and we are greatly affected too but I ask the Lord to guide
the government leaders and the Filipinos in finding solution
to these problems. May the Lord will keep your family and
the Foundation in direction and in his loving care afways.
Maricyl O. Flores, Guimaras, Accountancy, Iloilo College of
Business and Computers, writes:

In this semester, I obtain again the 25% discount since I
am included in the Dean’s List. I am also one of the Vice
Governor in the Board of Student’s Representative. This
responsibility is quite difficult also but exciting. We really
need to organize all the activities in school, understand and
find solutions for the problems of my fellow students and

many other things...
Once again, I want to express my heart-felt gratitude for

your financial support and everything.
Zayda E. Tagabuen, Guimaras, Elementary Education, West

Visayas State University, writes:
In P.E. we no longer Aave a written examination,... we

Aave a Culminating Activity (Ballroom Dancing). This was
field at Hotel del Rio here in Iloilo...for the first time I've gone
to a hotel enjoying together with my classmates and friends.

I'm happy to inform you that I'm included in the Dean’s
List. I wish to maintain or even improve my grades looking
back to the Foundations generosity, as my inspiration.

1st Year Scholars Adjust to College

Rico Ancog,Bohol, Environmental Science, Mindanao State
University, writes:

It was really hard for me to adjust in this new school that
is very much away from home. Even today, I can still find
myself missing Bohol very much. This is my first time to be
away from my lovely place and at least I learned to accept
the challenge of the complexity and diversity of life...

I remember my four-leg study table which can never
stand without the four strong bases that help much. In my
life, those four legs are GOD, my family, PCAFPD, and my
community.

Jessica Galletto, Guimaras, Elementary Education, University
of San Augustin, Iloilo, writes:

I would (ike to teach children that stop their schooling
because of lack of financial assistance most especially in our
Barangay.

Esteban Hipngat, Ifugao, St. Mary’s University, Nueva
Viscaya, writes:

Thank you very much for all the financial supports I
received from the Foundation...I won the Table Tennis single!
Roy Roxas, Batangas, Environmental and Sanitary
Engineering, Batangas State University, reports he was Class
President and President of the Engineering Science Club.



Former Language Trainers Nold RPCY Reunion
by Guada Gonzalez Shaffer, llokano Language Trainer 1976-79

From different corners and outside of the United States, we
gathered in Orlando, Florida, last July to renew old friendships,
meet new friends and revisit our Philippine Peace Corps days.

There were altogether 43 RPCVs and 16 former Peace
Corps staff and their families who attended this reunion. Each
decade was represented: 10 from the 60's; 18 from the 70's; 8
from the 80's; 7 from the 90's. Mike Novell and his family
came from the Philippines. John and Maria Donnely just came
back from the Philippines. RPCVs from California, Wyoming,
Massachusetts, Nevada, Texas, Wisconsin, Michigan,
Tennessee, New York, Virginia and Florida attended.

It was a three-day event. Friday, July 21, was registration
day, pizza night, and then we all met at pool-side for
introductions and got to know each other. New friendships were
formed with the second generation, Volunteers, and staff.

Saturday, most of the teenagers, organized by PJ Stevens,
went to Universal Studios. Most of the adults did their own
thing. Staff prepared for the evening festivities. In the evening,
we had "Dress Rehearsal Night." RPCVs and former staff
performed the Pandango sa llaw dance, Tinikling, singing and
stand up comedy. Cecile Motus, our guest speaker, delivered a
very uplifting address. She was filled with pride as she
recognized the presence of the second generation RPCVs. She
brought back many memories and also encouraged us to carry
on the Peace Corps Spirit. And then we danced the night away.
The teenagers as well as the young ones enjoyed the night as
well. Everyone was part of the program.

The last day of the event was a poolside party and a recap
of our experiences through slide showing presented by Dave
Hogan with Jack Williford. There we have seen the cultural
changes that represented each decade from fashion to hairstyle.

Before we parted, a common interest of seeing old friends,
meeting new ones and creating the Peace Corp bond was born.
Everyone decided to have this reunion every two years in
Washington, DC/Virginia, Boston, Madison (Wisconsin), or
Las Vegas. We will decide and send information by summer

2001. Our website was created by Mickey Novak, a second
generation: www.geocities.com\Balikpilipinas.

Some of Philippines Group 13-B at
their 1999 35th anniversary reunion
in Boston (from left) Caroline Currie,
Kathleen Musselman Copp, Apolonia
Agonoy Stice, Linda Park Oh,

Connie Kelly Champlin, George
Ricketts, Barbara Walsh Rabin (an
organizer), and Kevin Herbert.

More than 30 of 56 in Group attended.

Left, 31 0f 43
RPCVs at 2000
Orlando reunion
Right, former
trainers Guada
Shaffer and
Luchie Maturan
Hogan dance

the tinikling.
Photos courtesy
of former trainer
Mina Sacapano

Frank. : g '
Group 3 Retreats to California
by Ruth Kesselring Royal (1962-64)

Before we heard about celebrations of Peace Corps' 40th
anniversary, Sunshine (Gene) Gibbs and I were talking about
organizing a reunion for Philippines Group 3. I checked on the
Internet to locate volunteers who had been in training in Puerto
Rico and Penn State, and had gone to the Philippines in 1962.
We found most of them. Through a year of planning, we formed
a network of communication that created a reunion before we
even met. One pair of ex-PCVs found out that one now works
within 2 miles of where the other lives in New Hampshire.

Over the weekend of Feb. 16-19, we gathered at three
condominiums on the beach south of Santa Cruz, CA. Of 41
who went to Samar and Leyte in 1962, 23 of us met, joined by 7
spouses/partners. We each had "15 Minutes of Fame" to tell
what had happened in our lives since Peace Corps. This time to
be heard by sympathetic ears created an intensity of sharing that
drew all the group in. It was a time for rejoicing in successes
without competition, for listening to struggles and hard times
without judgment, for sharing the ideals that shaped our lives.

In attendance were: Phyllis Brunkau, Janice Durand, John
Durand, Jonathan Epstein, Doug Foley, Sunshine Gibbs,
Phil Ginsburg, Brabara Grown Frymer (who went to the
Philippines with Group 4), Wayne Guise, Kathy Hannan
Rohan, Anne Irving, Joyce Miller Ghosh, Tom Newman,
Bethel Oestman, Kathy Mooney Pastryk, Allen Pastryk, Bill
Pearre, Chip Salmon, Charlie Terry, Steve Wells, Carl
Wilson, Tom Wilson, and me. Nick Royal (Group 2) popped
in and out. Joan Aragone (Group 2) and Dick Vittitow (Group
4) made brief appearances. We heard from others who were not
able to attend: Edith Barksdale Sloan, ML Corwin, Gary
James, Fred Knoth, Ivan Propst, and Don Smith. Bill
Finister and Bob Zimmerman were reached after the reunion.

It was amazing how many of the group remained in
education or some form of communication. For many, the Peace
Corps years had deeply influenced what they subsequently did.
For all, that time had been extremely important, and remained
alive with vivid memories. So we had our own 40th anniversary
celebration. Our group first met on Dec. 26, 1961. Many of us
had not seen each other since termination, now we have
reunited, and the reunion continues!




RPCVs Recall Rewards of Service in the Philippines

In the last newsletter, we asked RPCV readers what their
experience in the Peace Corps had meant to them. The
following RPCVs sent us these reflections.

Rebecca Holt Palmer (1964-66) — right, during service
with Filipina friends, and recently (inset) at home in Los
Altos, California. She included these memories in an exhibit
of her photographs last year at the Peace Corps office in San
Francisco.

1 joined the ®eace Corps in 1964 after I graduated from Stanford
University. John F. Kennedy's words were inspirational: “AsK, not
what your country can do for you but what you can do for your
country.” (It still sounds like good advice.) It seemed as though a college
graduate with an English degree could make a contribution to the
world community. I went to the Philippines, to the island of Cebu, to
teach English as a Second Language. LooKing back, I realize I was a
student as well as a teacher for those two years.

I think, my expeniences as a ®eace Corps Volunteer felped form my
approach to art. Living in a tiny town far removed from city and
suburbs made a big impression on me. I was closer to the natural world
in Cebu than I had ever been in California.

The town of Moalboal on the Western Coast of Cebu sometimes
looked like a paradise, at least from certain camera angles. But people
were always a part of this landscape. Ugliness and death coexisted
with great natural beauty. The diseases of children and adults, the
inadequate education and precarious incomes of the poorest people made
me start to understand that Geauty and sadness were botfi part of fife.

Living in the countryside, I learned that the tropical landscape was
alive with stories about spirits who may fave infiabited certain groves
of trees and other favorable spots. The whole area came to fife through
recollections and beliefs of the Filipino people I Rnew.

I was amazed to realize how a person could Gve off the land. 1
hadn't observed this in the California suburbs. In Cebu, at that time, a
hungry person could find foods such as bananas and coconuts. During
the Japanese occupation many families I Rnew had Gved in the fills of
Cebu fleeing the Japanese. I understood that there was a natural
abundance in the tropics.

Fundamentally, my Peace Corps experience was about people. It was
also about hope.

Mariette Norbom (1979-81), Richmond, Virginia, right, with
Filipino friends during service and, far right, during return
visit in 1997. Part of Group 147, she worked in Nutrition in
Mindanao. Now retired, she teaches English to refugee women
from Kosovo, Ethiopia, and Somalia, and travels abroad yearly.

As the plane took,me away from Surigao del Norte in 1981, I sat near a
window [ooking down on the island and suddenty I saw 'my” village,
Anao-Aon, where I spent two of the Rappiest and most emotional'years of
my fife. I felt I was deserting my friends.

I started crying bitterty thinking of all the people I left befiind

people who had given me their love and trust and taught me that 1
don't need tfings to be happy in fife.

They helped me to understand their way of fife and 1 helped them to
understand America. I tried so fiard to teach nutrition and health but
most of all we became friends.

Tl now they are in my prayers and till now some write to me.
Sixteen years later I went 6ack to visit and they were so happy and
was happier still and all of us cried and laughed.

Invisible threads bind me to the Phifippines, threads of love no one
can break, People in Anao-Aon, I will never forget you!




Ralph Kemphaus (1965-67), of Cincinnati, Ohio, far left,
during service, and, left, recently, taught in Bacolod City
High School, Negros Occidental. He recalls:

Though my Peace Corps experience in the Philippines ended 33 years
ago, it is still the defining period of my [ife. Through the vision of
President Kennedy and the support of the American taxpayer, I was
given the opportunity to take part in a sharing of cultures that cannot
be duplicated.

I was always curious before Peace Corps how much commonality we

A

shared as human beings and how much our cultures caused us to differ.

After learning to speak_ Ilongo, eat Ranun, ginamus, balot, sap-sap,
danugaon, and other staples, I felt that I got past the trappings of
culture and shared the hopes, pain, joys, and frustrations of my Fifipino
[friends and co-workers. I was able to confirm my belief we as humans
share so much more than we suspect.

For the past 33 years, I have been a public school teacfier in a scfiool
that has much diversity. My Peace Corps experience has been invaluable
in my work, I thank everyone who made it possible.



Whatever Happened to . ..?

Dennis & Carol Ann Detlef (Leyte, 1964-66), of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, are moving to the Washington, DC,
area in July.

Lloyd J. Feinberg (Laguna, 1965-68) of Great Falls,
Virginia, manages the Displaced Children and Orphans Fund
and Leahy War Victims Fund at USAID in Washington, DC.

Dot Jordan Rayburn (Cebu, 1968-70) of Washington,
DC, has worked with USAID since 1987. She would like to
reconnect with “any of the old Cebu gang from 68-70.”
Editor: PCAFPD can forward E-mail, stamped envelopes.

Gary Stein (Quirino, 1979-81) of Palm Harbor, Florida
writes, “I returned to my former site in July 2000 and it was
outstanding — incredible progress.”

Dan Gudahl (Aklan, 1980-84), of Perryville, Arkansas, is
changing jobs from Heifer Project International to Winrock
International. He and Ana are not moving; however, his new
job will have more visits to the Philippines and Washington.

Kathryn S. French (Romblon, 1983-85) of Falcon
Heights, Minnesota, visited the Philippines with her mother,
‘Betty French, in 1997; her mother especially loved Palawan.

Blasts from the Past

Ray McEachern (1961-63) has posted historic, funny, phot ™
of Group 1 on the Internet: www.a-rm.org/philpics/pepi.htm™

Peace Cor-ps/ Philippines Historie Round-Up

More Volunteers have been sent to the Philippines than to
any of the 134 other countries where the Peace Corps has
served; Ecuador is second with 5,633 PCVs. Historic Agency
records indicate that as many as 8,974 PCVs may have gone
to the Philippines since 1961. However, the computerized
records contain only the following information:

January 1961, from John F. Kennedy’s inaugural address:
...To those people in the huts and villages of half the globe
struggling to break the bonds of mass misery, we pledge our best
efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period is
required—not because the Communists may be doings it, not
because we seek their votes, but because it is right...

September 1961, from first Peace Corps/Philippines Director,

Lawrence H. (Larry) Fuchs, to Group 1 in training:
...Transportation from Manila to any of the major points of
concentration is fast, reliable, and relatively inexpensive.
...We are all humbled by the amount there is to lean from the
Filipinos. They can teach us a great deal, not only about their own
culture, history, language and politics, but about their ways of
doing ‘tHingssSome Americans become easily frustrated by their
different style of life but there is undoubtedly considerable
wisdom in it. So we have realized that we have even more to
learn than to teach...

November 18, 1961, from Quijano de Manila, Phillipine Free
Press:
...Besides training for seven weeks at Penn State, the volunteers
undergo seven more weeks of training at Los Banos...

The effect of all these young pilgrim Americans on that
particular campus may be indicated by what two Peace Corps
girls are currently doing: helping aggie students put on a Sartre
play, No Exit, which is about a man trapped in hell with ’

prostitute and a lesbian.
When these young Americans move to the barrios, their effe
should be even more exciting.

October 1962, from Ang Boluntario, the PCV newsletter:
Ode to Compost by PCV Jerry Pomak

Haste thee, Jack, and bring with thee
Compost sweet for all to see —

Peat and mold and lime composed,
A draught of moss gently hosed.

Stack it, sift it, place on leaves,
Turn it, toss it, bless the sheaves.
Toast it, roast it as it lies,

Give it air and shoo the flies.

Hold it, smell it, spread it thin,
Knead it, sift it, throw things in —
A bit of sunlight on the vine,
Mulberry bush or eglantine.

Once you’ve done it to a turn,
Invite the townsfolk in to learn
Of glories that this stuff will do,
If only they will love it too...

Decade Job Men___ Women Total PCVs
1961-69 Not recorded  54% _ 46% 3,403
1970-79 Not recorded 60% 40% 2,037
1980-89 Agriculture 52% 48% 363
Business 67% 33% 116
Community
Development 43%  57% 221
Education 2% 58% 203
Environment 60%  40% 410
Health 75%  25% 85
Unique skills  48%  52% 208
1980s Total 53% 47% 1,606
1990-99 Agriculture 51% 4% 41
Community
Development 47%  53% 38
Education 30% 70% 147
Environment 55% 45% 141
Health 72% 28% 61
Uniqueskills  57%  43% i
1990s Total 48% 52% 435*
2000-01 Agriculture 54% 46% 13
Business 50% 50% 12
Education 68% 32% 38
Environment 58% 42% 45
Health 58% 42% 12
Unique skills 0 100% 1
2000s Total 53% 47% 121
1961-2001 GRAND TOTAL 7,602

* 1990-92 PCVs withdrawn after one abducted and returned safely.

PCAFPD Board of Directors
Maureen Carroll (1961-63), President
Roland de Jesus, Vice President/RP
Alexander Sinclair (1983-86), Vice President/US
Ann Snuggs (1961-63), Secretary Stuart Taylor (1961-63), Treasurer
Carol Hammaker Radomski (1980-83), Student Affairs
Sarah Wilkinson McMeans (1962-64), Database
Patricia MacDermot Kasdan (1961-63), Newsletter
Andre Bald (1996-98) Lynn Gorton (Staff, 1980-85)
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