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Through PCAFPD, returned Peace Corps Volunteers, former Peace Corps/Philippines staff, and friends
maintain their bonds with the Philippines by providing scholarships for exceptional Filipino students who need
financial aid to attend college in their country. As the end-of-year giving season comes upon us, we hope we
can continue to count on your support of the important work of PCAFPD. We also hope that you can find it
possible to increase your usual contribution by a few dollars to accommodate increased costs in the Philippines
and new initiatives to strengthen our program even further. Salamat and Happy Holidays!

Congratulations to our newest scholar graduates!!

The Spring 2005 newsletter contained a preliminary list of graduates. Here is the complete list.

"To be here in UP and taking the
course I am really interested in is like
a dream come true. [ would like to
thank PCAFPD and all its donors for
helping me realize this dream.

Powerful Your financial support is
of great help to me especially since
my parents cannot afford the high
cost of my studying. I believe you
have still a lot of young Filipinos to
help achieve their dreams. More
powerful!"

Karsten Dalida, Leyte, Forestry
Leyte State University

Vivian Enhaynes, Surigao del Norte, Secondary
Education, St. Paul University

Padduyao, Jaime, Ifugao (BIMAK Scholar),
Secondary Education ; St. Mary's University

Alma Jean Roux, Mountain Province, Social

Edwin Valienties, 2005 Graduate Sciences, University of the Philippines at Baguio

Feljoy Salas, Biliran, Elementary Education
Jinky Pinel Bulawit, Kalinga, Nursing Leyte Normal University

Benguet State University
Jowe T. Tanio, Catanduanes (Soledad Tejada

Ruby Ann Cabbigat, Ifagao, Animal Sciences Scholar), Secondary Education, Catanduanes State
Nueva Viscaya State Institute of Technology College

Patricia Cawayan, Mountain Province, Edwin Vélientes, Batanes, Anthropology
Accountancy, University of the Cordilleras University of the Philippines at Diliman




A WORKING TRIP TO THE PHILIPPINES

Maureen Carroll, PCAFPD President, and Carol Radomski, VP, traveled to the Philippines for three weeks in
August 2005 to meet with scholars and graduates, explore new possibilities for program development, and gain
a better understanding of the state of education in the Philippines. Board member, Alex Romero, in the
Philippines on personal business also joined in meetings with scholars. On all accounts it was a very successful

trip! (Above: Scholars, graduates, and board members gather in Manila for merienda)

Roland de Jesus, VP for Philippine Operations, along with Daisy Mejia and Martha Lucero, took time away
from their busy schedules to assist with the trip logistics and offer their insights into program management. (At
; left: Martha, Daisy, and Roland in Manila)

We met with 29
PCAFPD current
scholars and
graduates in Manila,
Leyte, Sorsogon and
Batanes. We were
very impressed with
the quality and
accomplishments of
the scholars. Some

of the personal stories are heart-wrenching and underscore the

value of an education to these students!
(At right: Leyte scholars and graduates gather in Tacloban)
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Meetings with Peace Corps staff and Volunteers
resulted in new opportunities for increasing
collaboration and the identification of ongoing Filipino
liaisons.

(left: Board Members with PC Director, Bill
Benjamin)

More Trip Highlights....

Through the assistance of the Peace Corps we were
able to meet with top officials of Leyte State University
and explored the mutual benefits of a partnership
agreement.

Meetings with officials of the Department of
Education, the Commission on Higher Education, the
Philippine-American Educational Foundation, and
representatives of other scholarship programs brought us up to date on the state of education. We have
documents that will assist us in revision of our application and student MOU. We also met with a national
leader in technical education and have the opportunity to do some scholarships in the technical education field,
with co-funding.

We met with the Ayala Foundation and identified a good source of mentors to our scholars. We agreed to help
promote their GILAS program to install computer labs and connectivity in high schools through the country.
(See article in this newsletter.) We also established contacts with the AFS and the Girl Scouts of the Philippines
as a means of improving our applicant pool by identifying young people with leadership potential and financial
need. We met with coordinators from another scholarship organization, Philippine Scholars, and explored areas
of cooperation.

The costs of the trip were quite low due to the
hospitality of many Filipinos and friends. The
trip was extremely productive and energizing.
The need for the scholarships is great --
indeed, it’s almost overwhelming! The
Foundation is doing good and meaningful
work that really is changing the lives of the
scholars and their families. We are blessed
with the voluntary services of Roland, Daisy
and Martha. (right: scholars and grads in
Manila)

The challenge ahead of us is to be able to
follow through on the initiatives stimulated by
this trip. That will require increased
investment of time by all Board members,
increased financial resources, and the time
and energy of more RPCVs and friends.

Our need to attract new people to the organization remains urgent, and we encourage you to get involved
and help us continue our commitment to the people of the Philippines!
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Scholar News and Excerpts from Scholar Essays

Jowe Tanio, Catanduanes and Ronald Yaco,
Biliran, have both passed the Licensure Exam for
Teachers. Jowe Tanio studied Secondary
Education at Catanduanes State College. He held
the Soledad Tejada Scholarship. Ronald Yaco
initially graduated in Engineering, was employed by
ROHM Electronics in Cavite, left that job to open a
retail store and returned to college to get an
education degree so he could teach Mathematics.
Ronald reports that the decision to become a teacher
was “my most challenging decision I’ve ever done.”

He reports that he is still happy with the decision
and is preparing to get an M.A. in Math Education.

Catherine Tumaob, Aklan, Garcia College of
Technology, Accountancy Once the people hear the
word ACCOUNTANCY the only thing that flashes
into their mind is that person is good in mathematics.
But let me tell you this, I, an accountancy student,
proves that accountancy is not only a matter of
mathematics but it is also a matter of “analyzation”.
Once you are good in analyzing, I am pretty sure that
you will survive the accounting word. I know that a
few years from now, I will be graduating from college
and regardless from my profession as my instructor
said I will be making decisions that will have a
financial impact. I do hope that sooner or later I’ll be
applying my total knowledge in accounting in order
to help our country to stand-out from poverty which is
one of the biggest problem that our country is facing
nowadays. As I have learned, business affects
almost of our lives and in fact it plays a vital role in
our society for the reason that it assists our
sovernment in developing the economy of our
ountry. At this very moment, I can apply my
cnowledge on accounting in my community by
elping them or teaching them on how to properly
nanage their financial resources - be it money or
roperty. It’s difficult from the very start but if you
now the tactics you will start to love it. And through
1is course, I am hoping that someday I can share my
nowledge to my co- Filipinos and apply this
nowledge for the good of my dear country...... the
HILIPPINES.

John Paul Lagod, Zamboanga del Norte, Lanao
del Norte Agricultural College, Agronomy
Agriculture is one of the toughest course but one of
the most significant courses today. Hence, as [ am
one of the agriculturists someday, I felt privileged

as one that can make plans on how to develop the
uncanny state of our country. Thanks that I’ve been
granted with my scholarship. My experience as a
college student is not easy, for it makes me do
something that is really challenging. I am currently

a working student. But I have no regrets to be one. I
still have the determination and I will not let the
impetus ebb to nowhere making the significance of
it a missed history. During the first semester of my
college life, I have something to be proud of. I won
the quiz bee competition in our university. Even
though this is just a little part of my success, I made
it as an inspiration, an inspiration that mirrors my
dignity and principle in life. In having these kind
traits, I can deliberately establish plans to develop
our country through empowering the countries
agricultural sector. I realized that the dissemination
of information regarding new technological
approaches on agriculture is slow and inefficient. It
is to my belief that this inability unless reversed can
even more deteriorate the output of farmers since
the fact that agricultural lands are becoming barren
and infested with new strains of pestilence is also
true to our lands here in our country. I have a strong
ideology that empowering our small scale farmers,
providing them new technical knowledge on
agricultural management, enforcing them with this
new knowledge on a strategically effective way that
each of them may attain skills competent enough to
contend the soaring demands of quality agricultural
products is enough to improve our crippled
economic status. I firmly believe that our country
should focus not on improving our defense and
industrial/ commercial sectors but should prioritize
agriculture. Improving the fate and success of
farmers in their farming efforts may enhance those
living in urban areas to go back and explore the
avenue of agriculture. It could also be a solution on
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More News and Milestones . . .

Larry Fuchs (Country Director, 61-63) writes with his
latest contribution: “Please list this contribution in
honor of Roger Flather. He worked constantly to help
volunteers and strengthen the program. I learned from
him.”

Bob Tyler (Group II, 61-63) Dirk Ballendorf reported
that Bob Tyler died July 31, 2005, after suffering a
massive stroke in early July. Bob was living in
Lakewood, Colorado at the time of his death. His
widow Donna, who he had recently married, can be
contacted at drosept@hotmail.com.

Susan Cort (Biliran, Leyte 80-83) reports that she had
a wonderful reunion in Santa Fe with Mary Kenny
(Mindanao 80-82), who is now a Professor of
Anthropology in Connecticut.

Donna Thatcher (Iloilo 61-64) was in Washington, DC

June 23-July 6 as a participant in the Smithsonian’s
American Folklife Festival. Donna now lives in
Farmington, NM.

Recent grad Alma Roux (second from left),
her mother, and cousin visited with
PCAFPD representative Martha Lucero
(far right) in Manila in June 2005.

Ron Peters, PCAFPD Board Member at large
visited the Philippines in March 2005. With
him are Roland de Jesus (top right), PCAFPD
V.P. Philippines, and graduates Liza
Permelona, Rico Ancog (now in grad school
with PCAFPD support) and Arestelo Asilo.
Among other things, Ron explored options for
an alumni association among former scholars.
An alumni association could help advance
mentoring relationships throughout the
Philippines.

If you would like to meet Roland during a
visit you may make to the Philippines, please
let PCAFPD know by e-mailing
board@rpcvphilippines.org.

RPCV ESTABLISHES FOUNDATION

In January , Keith W. Hopper (Malaybalay,
Bukidnon 66-68) started a foundation called
H.E.L.P. (Humanitarian Efforts to Lessen
Poverty of Underprivileged Children in the
Philippines.) Most of his projects are in the
rural areas of Bukidnon, working with the
native tribal people and the Muslim population
because the need is the greatest there. The
website 1s www.thehelpfoundation.com.
Contact Keith at help2philippinechildren@
yahoo.com.




In Memoriam | .
“Roger” Flather - 1932-2004, Peace Corps Regional Director, Visayas & Northern Luzon in the Sixties

One of early Peace Corps Philippines’ most beloved staff .me.mbers, John ngers F lather, di;d p.eaceﬁjlly at his J
home in New York City on Nov. 22, 2004, following a brief ll!ness. Roger is survxvc'ed by his wife, Becky, three i
daughters, a son, and two grandchildren. He was diagnosed w'1th'esophagea.l cancer in F eb. 2004, always |
believing he could win his battle with the disease that ended his life. Roger joined the .st?ff _of the ﬁr.st‘ .
Philippines Country Director Lawrence Fuchs during the first year pf Peace Corps a.ctmty in thf: Philippines, in

the summer of 1962. He later served as country director in Malaysia, 1964-66, and in Micronesia, 1968-69. A
skilled administrator and manager, many PCVs observed that Roger was more like a volunteer than a staff
member. To PCVs who came to know Roger and his family like members of their own families, the Flather
household in Cebu City and later in Baguio became their home when they .needed shelter, advice, and tender

loving care. Roger’s wife, Becky, a registered nurse and midwife, and their four young children, frequently

shared their home and table with as many as a dozen PCVs, hungry for counsel, an understanding ear and a

good meal. Scores of former PCVs will recall sleeping on grass mats on the Flather living room floor, pending

bus and ferry trips back to their barrio assignments. Roger was a graduate of Harvard University with a
concentration in Government. He was a Naval Aviator, spent seven years with Peace Corps, and devoted the

rest of his life to human assistance work in the nonprofit sector, as an administrator, manager, consultant, and
finally as a teacher in special education. Roger and Becky were long-time contributors to PCAFPD.

Contributions in Roger’s memory can be sent to the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, 1275 York

Avenue at 68" St., New York, NY 10021, c/o Dr. David Kelson’s esophageal cancer research or to PCAFPD.
Written by Phil Olsen (Group IV, Cebu, 1962-64) Honolulu, April 2005

A life of helping children: Carolyn Ekdahl Wylie, (Masbate et al 61-63) , spent most of
her life in the cause of helping children. An obituary said,  her work in education and child
development touched the lives of thousands of children and families from the Philippines to
Riverside.” Carolyn was 66 when she died Nov. 13, 2004, after surgery to repair an
aneurysm. She was a liberal arts graduate of Augustana College in Rock Island, IL. In July
1961 training at Penn State she met volunteer Deane Wylie, who a year later became her
husband. She was assigned to an elementary school in the town of Mobo, Masbate; and later
worked with Deane at the Mt. Apo Science Foundation School in Davao, Mindanao. In their
second year, they developed a radio program for English teachers in Legaspi, Albay. After
the Peace Corps, Carolyn joined the Yale-Cardozo Project in Urban Education, teaching English at at Cardozo
High School in Washington, D.C., while working on a master’s degree at Howard University. After a move to
Fresno, CA, in 1966, Carolyn first taught junior high English and later freshman English at Cal State Fresno.
When Deane and Carolyn moved to Riverside, CA in 1973, Carolyn applied for part-time work at the UC
Riverside child-care center; but was asked to be the center’s director. After four years at UCR, she joined the
Riverside County Office of Education, where in 20 years she advanced to be assistant superintendent for
children and family services. In 1998 the mayor of Riverside asked Carolyn to be his assistant for youth,
education and health, a position she held for two years. In 2000 she was chosen from more than 100 applicants
to be the first executive director of the county’s First Five Commission, which distributes funds (about $25
million a year in Riverside County) raised by California’s cigarette surcharge for education, health and child-
care programs for children through age 5. Riverside Mayor Loveridge said of Carolyn: “From the time she
served in the Peace Corps, her life was devoted to making things better. Doing things for others was the center
of her life.” A friend who worked with Carolyn for many years described her this way at her memorial service:
“She was the best good person I ever knew.” Carolyn is survived by Deane, son Adam and daughter Victoria
West, and by a grandson, Matthew West, at whose birth Carolyn assisted on Sept. 29, 2004. In her memory, the
merger of two Riverside children’s organizations will result next year in a new organization: The Carolyn Wylie
Center for Children, Youth and Families. Memorial donations may be sent to the Children’s Center, 7177
Potomac St., Riverside, CA 92504. Written by Deane Wylie, October 2005.
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how to decongest our urban areas and increase
employment. And if only the government will
increase the budget to support farmers financially,
provide free agricultural materials and more
incentives like free research and scholarships, the
speculations I mentioned a while back can be a

possibility.

Eva Endaya, Sorogon, Systems Technology
Institute (STI), Manila, Computer Studies First
and foremost, I want to extend my sincerest
gratitude to the foundation for their continuous
support in my study. And I appreciate the time
when I and the other scholars to have a one-on-one
conversation with Madam Carroll a few months
ago. With regards of my study, I am enjoying with
my programming course. I have no regrets choosing
this field of study. Even though it is difficult, I am
always trying to do my best to make it good. I really
learned a lot. My first semester during this school
year is full of fun and thrill. During our Intramurals
and Foundation Day celebration, our team -Red
Sorcerers gained the victory as the over-all
champion. Different aspects in life reflect in that
event. Not only intellectual aspect is being
developed, but also physical, mental, emotional,
spiritual and social aspects. On the other hand,
during our final exam I was exempted on my major
subject - BASICON. Our instructor gives an
exemption for those students who got the highest
rating on the previous exam. And I am lucky to be
one of those students who got an exemption to take
the final exam. That's one of the reasons why I
study very well and continue pursuing my field of
study. Programming is a big challenge for me. It
measures my patience and self-confidence
whenever I have to code such program. Microsoft
Access helps me to understand its relation to
Database Management Information System. Other
subjects are interesting too. It enriches my
personality and makes me the real one. The way |
relate it in everything I do, I know I am still the
drefimer who aims for success. Whatever hardships
[ will meet on my way, I will face it. For I know,

this is not a sign to stop but a touchstone to look
forward.

GIVING BACK THROUGH GILAS

It has been more than thirty years since Joe Higdon
(Sultan Kudarat 1962-1964) left the Philippines, but
he has continued to find ways to help the country.
This year, he and his family, through the Rocking
Moon Foundation, lent their support to the efforts of
the Gearing up Internet Literacy and Access for
Students (GILAS) project to provide Internet access
and training to some 18 public high schools in
Sultan Kudarat Province.

GILAS is a multi-sectoral initiative that hopes to
provide Internet access and basic Internet literacy
programs to all the public high schools in the
Philippines. For schools that already have working
computer laboratories, GILAS will provide Internet
connectivity packages and the basic training
necessary for teachers so that they can impart
Internet literacy skills to the students. For schools
that do not have working computer laboratories,
GILAS will provide both laboratories (of at least ten
PC units each) and the Internet connectivity
packages, along with the corresponding basic
training. In both cases, GILAS will provide
unlimited Internet access for the laboratories for one
year.

An estimated one million public high school
seniors, who are enrolled in the system €very year,
stand to benefit from the efforts of the GILAS
project. Depending on student density and
availability of PC workstations, the Internet
laboratories may be made available to students in
lower grades as well. As of October 2005, 686 of
the country’s 5,443 public high schools have been
connected to the Internet.

“GILAS provided us with the first opportunity to do
something directly for the people of Sultan

Kudarat,” says Higdon, who has also helped to fund
some microfinance projects in Laguna and Bacolod.

“Jt is an opportunity to open the world through the

Internet to the school children of Sultan Kudarat.”

nformation go to www.gilas.org. Tax
can be sent to: The

]a Foundation USA, 255
CA 94065.

For more i atiol
deductible contributions

Executive Director, Aya .
Shoreline Dr., Suite 128, Redwood City,

/
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Update on Kagiya

Mentoring Program

k@g
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One who gives advice—
PCAFPD Mentoring Program

The Kagiya mentoring program initiated in late 2004 has been
providing continued support and encouragement for current scholars
as they pursue their college education. Created through a one-on-one
match between current scholars and either a PCAFPD supporter in the
U.S,, a current U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer in the Philippines, or a
graduated PCAFPD scholar in the Philippines, it was initially piloted
among 13 scholars throughout the Philippines. We extend our sincere
thanks to the mentors and mentees who have participated and
continue to participate in the program through periodic email
exchanges. We have received a lot of positive feedback (and learned
some lessons), and plan to expand the program to include additional
scholars in the next phase. If you are interested in becoming a mentor,

please send your request to Kamden Hoffmann (kamdenh@hotmail.com).

An excerpt from one of our
mentors, RPCV Steve Jasper,
Agusan 67-69, in the first phase
of the Kagiya Program:

We have been corresponding
about once a month, and the
correspondence has all been via
e-mail. We have covered a range
of topics in our exchanges. .. I
share experiences that I have had
and encourage him to always be
mindful of the goal trying to [be
reached] and to understand that
the attainment of major goals in
life is not always an easy process.

From my perspective, I think that
the exchanges are going well. 1
would hope that the program in
its current format...moves
forward. I do feel that the goal of
exchanging e-mails on a monthly
basis is just about right.

News Briefs and Milestones

Patrick (“Pat”) Brennan (Negros Occidental & Mindanao 61-63) died
September 8, 2005 of leukemia. Pat was a long-time contributor to
PCAFPD. He retired in 1999 from a 36-year career with the Public Schools
in Saginaw, Michigan. In July 2005, he visited his Peace Corps site at
Murcia, Negros Occidental, on his way home from a trip to China where he
had gone as part of a delegation to advise teachers in Guizhou Providence.

Anton Ballendorf (son of Group II volunteers Dirk Ballendorf and Lila
Gardener Ballendorf) died recently in an accident at the age of 39. Dirk can
be contacted at ballendo@uog9.uog.edu.

Jeff Amundsen (Negros Occidental 83-85) reports that he and his wife Amy
are thrilled with their son Jack Owen born October 5, 2004.

Judy Diaz (Agusan del Norte, Mindanao 78-81) reports that she has college
and high school grammar and literature textbooks that she would like to

donate where they would be needed and useful. Contact her at
cd195@aol.com

Barbara Rang (Dipolog, Zamboanga del Norte 67-69) published her first-
person narrative The Road Taken: Two Years in the Tropics as a Peace
Corps Volunteer in July 2005. The sale price is $10, plus postage. Barbara
will donate 30% of sales generated by this notice to PCAPFD. Contact her
in Hayward, W1 at 715-634-5769 or greenside@centurytel.net.

Got great ideas for the website? Know how to do that kind of stuff? The PCAFPD website
(www.peacecorps.gov/rpcv/groups/country.cfm) needs some updating and rearranging, and we’re looking for
volunteers. Ideally we’d like to find someone to create a whole new PCAFPD website, perhaps with easier access.
We also need help with the current basic responsibilities of posting the newsletter twice a year, performing the duties
of Secretary such as taking minutes at monthly Board meeting and updating the Board Members list. Please email us
at pcafpd(@yahoo.com, or include your talents and any ideas with your contribution envelope.
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